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to the Apoſtles, Sirs, What muſt I do to be laved ? 

And the Anſwer they gave ought to be ferioully 
conſidered by every Man: Believe on the Lord Jetus 

| Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houle ; that 
is, believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, am 

thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe alſo, it they ow 

| Ine: But in this Day, we are taught by many, t 
| 


| | was a moſt important Queſtion, which was put 
1 a 


"deny this Faith, and to believe that which is not * 
ren in God's W ord; to wit, believe that your Sins are 
forgiven, and you hall be fared. Theſe Authors lay, 
that * to believe that Jefus is the Chrift, the Son of 
„God; yea, to believe the whole Goipcl, and all the 
Truths of it, is but a dead Faith, the Faith of De- 
vils, the Faith of wicked Chriſtians, that a Man 
may have it and periſh; that a Man may know #* 
believe all this, without any ſupernatural Ad 
Aſſiſtance; that all doctrinal Truths may be 
| * heartily believed, and publicly conf ſled, by | 
* who never as yet paſſed under the Spirit's * 


| 
' 
| 


believes the Bible, Where is it written in , 
beliere that your Sins are forgiven, and yi be 
faved ? Therefore, as there is no ſuch Com: gent, 


but a Lie. 


As to a natural Man believing all the Goſpel, Wich- 
out any ſupernatural Aid, it is not true, tor the untu- 
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ral Man reteiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God, 
tor they are Fooliſhneſs to him, neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 
13. But it it was true, that a natural Man can believe 


the Golpel, it would not prove, that if he did it, he 
ſhould periſh ; for is not Chriſt able to fave a natural 
Man? if not, who can be faved? 

As to the Faith of Devils, it has never yet been 
proved, that they believe all that is written in the Old 
and New Teſtament, and it they do, yet u eir Belief 
cannot be fav ing, becauſe there is no l'romiſe of Sal- 
vation made to them; but God has promited to fave 
_ Mankind Sinners, if they believe the Goſpel. 

It is true, Simon, the wicked Man, is fatd to believe, 
which was, perhaps, his afſenting with bis Tongue to 
the Goipel, or to profeſs that be did believe ; but be- 
lie ve with his Heart he did not; and this was manic 4 
ja his ſecking to-purchale God's Giit with Money. Men 
may fay, I believe the Goſpel, I believe that Jcſus is 
the Chriſt, the Son of God; I fay, it is eaſy for a na- 
tural Man to fay this, but to do it be cannot, withont 
— Spirit af God. We are perſuaded that the Act of 
Buzing Faith, is to obey the Commandment of Chriſt, 

the Goſpel, — that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the 
Yon of the tag © God, and thou halt be ſaved. 
Now to believe this, i is to underſtand what is meant 
* the Words, Tato believe the Truth with the Heart, 

_1 confeſs. the Same with the Mouth; but what is the 
Lenin of this Commandment, Believe that Jeſus is 
the Chriſt, the Son of God, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
Nan XX. 31. or what does a Perſon do, when he o- 
y$ this Command? In obeying this Command, a Man 
elieves only the Truth written in the Goſpel; and in 

ving that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, 1s 
mplked, to believe that he is the true and eternal God, 

as 
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as to bis Divine Nature; the Word was God, Jahn i. 1. 
and that he is truc Man alſo, who did no Sin, the S 
Godhead and Manhood united in one Perfon, is the = 
Son of God ; the Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt 
among us, * (£4 £6 ado 
ſtand his Pf nies, MAI | any 
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has faid: If ye believe not that I am he, ye ſhall die 
in your Sins ; except ye repent ye ſhall periſh, Now 


to believe that Jeſus 1 is the Chriſt, the Son of God, is 


to believe that he is able to pertorm all he has faid to 
Sinner; in general, and to me in particular; fo that 
Faith is to believe only the Truth which Chriſt ſpeaks 
ia his Word. What 0 Abraham believe? What did 


Peter believe? Was it not the Truth contained in the 


Goſpel, what God in Chriſt ſpake to them, that they 
believed, and only that ? And this, yea this only in be- 


- Heving, is what God commands us to do. Therefore, 


whoſoever obeys the Command of God, in believing 
with the Heart, and confeſſing with the Mouth, as 
Peter, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, ſhall 
be faved, becauſe God has promiſed it: But thele are 
written, that ye might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
tne Son of God, and that believing ye might have Life 
through his Name, Zoka xx. 31. If thou ſhalt confeſs 
with thy Mouth the Lord Jefus, and ſhalt believe in 
taine Heart, that God has raiſed him from the Dead, 


thou thalt be ſaved, for with the Heart Man believeth 
unto Righteonſnefs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion is 


de unto Salvation, Rem. x. q, 10. 
"Now this Promiſe is made by Chriſt to every Man, 


pere the Goſpel is preached ; it is the Goſpel the 
"5 Apolitles preached to every Creature, as Chriſt com- 


manded them, Mark xvi. 15, 16. Therefore it is every 
Man's Duty whs hears it, to believe it, with particular 
Application to himſelf, that his Sins ſhall be pardoned, 


: "= _ and himſelf eternally faved, if he believes the Goſpel, 


s the Command of God, in believing ; in believ- 


4 Ing what ? That his Sins ere forgiven ; no, but in be- 
g n that Jefas is the Chriſt, "the Son of God, as 
Peter, _— to the true Senfe and Mearng of the 
Sp ” Comma believe that Jcius is the Chriſt, che Son 


of 
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of God ; believe that he is faithful and true, almighty 
and able to perform all his Promiſes made to Sinners, as 
ſuch, and to you in particular ; yea, fo fure as our Lord | 
Jeſus Chriſt is true God, and able, faithful, and true, | | 
and cannot hie, ſo ſure is my Salvation, and the Sal- 1 
vation of every Man, that obeys his Command, in be- 
lieving the Goſpel ; for he has promiſed it, and what, 
will he break his Promiſe ? Is that the Property of the 
Son of God, to break his Promile ? 
If it be faid there is no general Promiſe, what then 
is the Meaning of theſe Scriptures, Rom. x. 9, 10, 11. 
Jahn xx. 31. Ezek. 18th Chapter. Moreover, if the 
* to all, the Promiſe is to all, for God has 
joined them together; but all confeſs, that | as 3 
Duty of all who hear the Goſpel, to bel | us FEY 
If it is the Duty of every Man, to believe | N . 2; oh 
is the Chriſt, the Son of God, then the $ 
made to every Man, for the Duty and PR ae. 
joined together; but it is the Duty of every Mar ; rs 
hears the Goſpel, to believe this, od „ 
mands it: Therefore the Promiſe is made . Sp 
to all who hear the Goſpel. -" 
Now, will Chriſt perform his Promiſe * _ ks 
not? If any Man fay, he will not, th * 3 
Chriſt a Liar, and fo denies the Son one 
Chriſt will perform hi; Promiſe, as mol 
will, how then can any periſh, who bel 
is the C hrift, the Son of God, 2 
ed to fave all that do this. As the wou 
in looking to the brazen Serpent, Were = 
Faithfulnefs of Chriſt, giving them Life Wi 
juſt fo, he that believes in Chriſt, th 
of God, lives by the Son of God, is 1 
Faithfuineſs of Christ, pardoning his Sn 
of his Blood, as he has promited, he ti 
Hall lire by me. "4 6 5 
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We have believed in Chriſt, that we might be juſ- 
tified by the Faith of Chriſt, and not by the Works 
of the Law, Gal. ii. 16. But how by the Faith of Chriſt ? 
By his Faithfulneſs to his Promiſcs, pardoning Sin in 
the Virtue of his Blood, as he has promiſed in the 

. Goſpel. As a Man in putting on his Garment, is 
cloathed by the Garment he puts on, juſt fo, he that 
believes in Chriſt, is cloathed by Chriſt ; juſtified by the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. Now all ſuch as keep Chriſt's 
Commandments, in believing the Golpel; they abide 

in his. Love; are juſtified by him, according to Pro- 
mile, 

The united Faith. of theſe three Kingdoms, a few 

Years ago, as it ſtands in the Weſtmun/ter Conteſſion, 
is this. © The Grace of Faith, whereby the Elect 
are enabled to- believe, to the Saving ot their Souls, 
« is the Work of the Spirit of Chriſt. in their Hearts, 
« and is. ordinarily wrought by the Miniſtry of the Word 
Sc. By this Faith, a Chriſtian Man believeth to be 
true, whatſoever is revealed in the Word, for the 
Authority of God ſpeaking therein, and acteth dit— 
* ferently upon that which each particular Paſſage 
.< "Kereot containeth,. yielding Obedience to the Com- 
> _- © mands, trembling at the Threatnings, and embrac- 

7 « ing: the Promiſes of God, for this Life, and that 
&# which is to come, c. Ch. xiv. of Saving Faith.“ 

No des not God command all Men, where the 

BSGoſpel comes, to belicve that Jefus is the Chi iſt, the 

Sonor God; and has he not promiſed, that whoſcæ- 
| * ver des obey this Commandment, by believing, ſhall be 

ved? Why then do we not obey this Commandment, 

% & 4 embrace this Promiſe ? How can a Man think that 

; 3 God's Elect, bas the Grace of Faith wrought in 

leart by the Spirit of Chriit, if he does not obey 

3 Command of Chriſt, in believing his Promi'e ma le 
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to Sinners, made to me. If we be Abraham's Children, 
we muſt believe as he, that what Chriſt has promited, 
he is able to perform, or in vain do we claim the Re- 
lation. | 
II. Whoſoever obeys the Commandment of God, in | 
believing with the Heart, and confeſſing with the 
Mouth, as Peter did, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son 
of the living God, ſhall be ſaved, becauſe all ſuch as are 
born of God: Whoſoever believeth that Jeſus is Chriſt, | 
is born of God, 1 Jehn v. 1. And ſhall not them who 1 
are born of God be ſaved? 
Theſe are the Righteons, who have the Law of God 
in their Hearts, P/al. xxxvii. 31. Jer. XXXIi. 33, 34- 
They know Rigliteouſneſs, . Ii. 7. Not fo, Unve- 
levers; none of the Wicked ſhall underſtand, Dar. 
xn. 10. They do not know what Faith; war... 
the Goſpel is; it is hid from them; 
World blinds their Minds, 2 Cor. iv. 1 
who obey the Command of God, as P e 
the Goſpel, are born of God, and ſhall STS 
If any Man can ſay, or think, thata'l | Wo ESE 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, and not be bo 
evident he does not believe the Repo 
the plain Teſtimony of God. By, 
Obedience to the Command of CH 
the Goſpel, is a ſure Evidence that a 
God: Ye know that every one that den 
neſs is born of him, 1 7c ii. 29. Oi ll 
it is a ſure Evidence that a Man is not 
a Child of the Devil, when he openly, 
tranſgreſſeth this Commarzd, in aſfirmii 


may believe with his Heart, and confeſs ll 


that Jcſus is the Chriſt, the Son of Ge f 
periſh : I ſay, whoſcever they be that _— 
are undoubtedly the Children of the WR 
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they make God a Liar, in not believing the Record he 
has given of his Son ; but he that is born of God does 
not ſo ſin; no, nor he cannot, becauſe he knows bet- 
ter : He knows, that whoſoever obeys the Command- 
ment of God, in believing, as Peter, that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, the Son of God, cannot periſh, becauſe God 
has promiſed to fave them. Whoſoever is born of 
God, doth not commit Sin; for his Seed remaineth 
in him, and he cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of God. 
In this the Children of God are manifeſt, and the 
Children of the Devil: Wholſoever doth not Righte- 
ouſneſs is not of Cod, neither he that loveth not his 
Brother, 1 Jahn iii 9, 10. How cannot fin? Not that 
he is innocent, for there is not a juſt Man upon Earth, 
that doeth Good, and ſinneth not, Ecel. vii. 20. If we 
ſay we have no Sin, we deccive ourſelves, and the 
Truth is not in us, 1 7:4ni 8. The Apoſtles were 
born of God, for they believed that jeſus was the 
Chriſt, the Son of God, and whofever believes that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of God, yet they were not 
free from all Sin, for they believed not the Doctrine 
chriſt, concerning his Death, Reſurrection, &c. yea, 

. they accounted it as an idle Tale, Luke xxiv. 11. Mark 
hf XVI. 0, 34+ though it is true they repented of this Sin 
afterwards: But the Meaning I take to be this: He that 

is bon” of God, cannot fin as others do, who do not 

"© only kin, but think they onght to fin; yea, that they 
= . daGodService in ſinning againſt him: This did Par/, 
in dis blind and unregenerate State, 4s xxvi. 9, to, 11. 
ches our Lord ſpeaks of, John xvi. 2, 3. They 
ll put you out of the Synagogues; yea, the Time 
ö meth, that whoſoever killeth you, will think that he 
> Z-@eth God Service; and theſe Things will they do un- 


o you, becauſe they have not known the Father nor 
me | 


Now 
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Now a Child of God cannot think that God will be 
pleaſed with his Service, in rejecting, in perſecuting 
them who believe the Goſpel; who delieve that Jeſus | 
is the Chriſt, the Son of Cod, and that whoſoever be- vx 
lieveth it ſhall be faved, becauſe God, that cannot 1 
lie, has promiſed it: But them who are not born of 
God, they reject this Faith, calling it a dead Faith, the [| 
Faith of Devils, and do at this Day, as the Jews of | 
Old did, perſecute, caſt out them who profels it, [1 
and think they ought Yo do it. I have more than heard i 
this. | 

Now a Child of God cannot fo ſin, becauſe Of | 
given him Power to know better; the Seed of Wl is” 
in him; that is, the Word of God, underſtood BR_ 
Spirit of God : By this he knows that God in brit 2 
will fave him, if he believes the Goſpel, becauſe 
promiſed it, and he accordingly loves all that þ "BD Fo * 
the Goſpel, as his Brethren, the Children of hi r 
ther's Houſe, and receives them into the cloſeſt Qn_ ke 1 
manion : but he that is not born of God, he is bk Ns * 
and ignorant, has not the Sced of God, the Wo] 
God in him; has not the Spirit of God in him: 
this is manifeſt to the Children of Light, becauſe 
an one pleads for, goes on in, and loves the Sink 
Unbelief, blaſpheming the Doctrine of Chriſt, the N 
of God's Elect, calling it a dead Faith, the Fall 

Devils, that a Man may have it, and go to Hell; 
a Man may believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the S 
God, yea all che Doctrines in the Bible, and yet dg * ” 
2 wicked Man, a Man without the Spirit. 8 
Now in this is manifeſt the Children of God 
the Children of the Devil; the one hears and b 
the Promiſes of Cod in Chriſt, the other reject 
He that is of God heareth God's Words: YE 
fore hear them not, becauſe ye are not of 


6.03 
viti, 46. When our Lord preached this Goſpel, that 
hy was the Son of God, the true God, and a ſinleis 
Man, and that whoſoever believed it ſhould be faved; 
but if any believed it not, they ſhould periſh : If 
ye believe not that I am he, ye ſhall die in your Sins, 
Jubn viii. 24. 

Them who were not born of God, and heard Chriſt's 
Doctrine, they made it manifeſt, by denying the Truth, 
which: he faid concerning bis-Rerion, calling him a 
Sinner, a Blaſphemer, that he was but a Man, and yet 
made himſelf God : But them who were born of God, 
made it manifeſt, in believing his Doctrine, that he is 
the Son of the living God, the true God, and a ſin- 
leſs Man: And as it was then, fo it is now; unregene- 
rate Men, when they hear the Doctrine of the Goſpel 
preached, they call the Doctrine a Lie, and the Preacher 
a Liar and Deceiver: And pray, where is the Differ- 
ence between calling Chriſt a Liar, or his Doctrine a 
Lie. He that heareth you, heareth me, and he that 
deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth me, 
deipiſeth him that ſent me, Luke x. 16. 

IH. Whoſoever obeys the Commandment of God, 
in believing with the Heart, and confeſſing with the 
Mouth, as Peter did, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son 
of the Tiving God, ſhall be ſaved, becauſe Chriſt ſhed 
his Blood to ſave all © ch. The Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, his 
Son, cleanſeth us trom all Sin, 1 7% i. 7. Us! who! 


LR what, all the, World! No, for Unbelievers ſhall die in 


their Sins: But who then does this Blood cleanſe ! 
Why, us, who walk in the Light, and keep his Com- 
mandments, believing that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son 


| | of. God, and that believing, we ſhall have Life through 
as Name. This will be the cternal Song of all Be- 


levers: To him that loved us, and waſhed us from 
dur Sins in his own Blood, Nev. i. 5. c. v. 9, to 14. 
_ We 
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We may be ſure of it, if we keep the Command- 
ment of Chriſt, in believing the Goſpel, as Peter, we 
ſhall be ſaved from eternal Death, by the Peac: - ſpcak- 
ing Blood of Chrilt ; for it is applied to all Believers ; 
it was ſhed for them, and given to them, and by it 
they have everlaſting Peace with God. They are juſ- 
tified by his Blood, Ram. v. 9. He is is their Propi- 
tiation, through Faith, in his Blood, Rem. iii. 25. 
They are waſhed from their Sins, in his Blood, Rev. 
i. 5. He hath put away the eternal Puniſhment dus 
to their Sins, by his Blood, Heb. ix. 26. John ni. 
5. He hath redeemed them to God by his Blood, 
Rev. v. 9. Finally, he hath made Peace for thein, 
by the Blood of his Croſs, Cel. i. 20, 21, 22, 23. 

Seeing then, that ſuch who believe, as Peter, are 
born of God, Chriſt hath promiſed to fave them, and 
alſo ſhed his Blood for the Remiſſion of all their Sins; 
therefore, they cannot periſh, but ſhall be eternally 
ſaved. | 

IV. Whoſozver obeys the Commandment of God, 
in believing with the Heart, and confeſſing with de 
Mouth (as Peter did, Ant. xvi. 16.) That Ns 
is the Chriſt, the Son of God, they ſhall be ſaved; + 
becauſe Chriſt ever lives to make LInterceſſion for ? 4 
them; I pray for them: I pray not for the World, | 
but for them which thou haſt given me; neither, a 
pray I for theſe alone, but for them alfo, Which ſhall Fy 
believe on me, through their Word, Jahn xvii. 8, RS 
20. Here our Lord prays, or makes Interceſſion, firſt had 
for his Diſciples, that did then believe in Mm, and. 4 
then next for all othe's, that ſhould believe as they 1 
and, What was their Belief? Our Lord tells us, 1h 8 
given unto them the Words which thou gaveſt meyy - 7 
and they have received them, and have known firely, x i 
that I came cut from ther, and they have belle et 


B that 


. 


that thou dicſt ſend me, ahn xvii. 8. They believed 
his Doctrine, that he was the ſent Meſſiah, the true 
Chriſt, the Son of the living God, 7-hn vi. 69. 
c. i. 49. But the Unbelievers, believed not this 
Doctrine of Chriſt: Ye believe not, becauſe ye 
are not of my Sheep. What was it they did not be- 
lieve? They did not believe his Doctrine, that he was 
the Son of God: But faid, how long doſt thou make us 
to doubt? If thou be the Chriſt, tell us plainly, 7c4bn 
x. 24 But his Diſciples, for whom he prayed, be- 
lieved, and were ſure of this; for theſe Chriſt prayed, 
and prayeth, and for all them that do now believe as 
they, or ſhall believe. Therefore, ſuch ſhall be ſa- 
ved; wherefore he is able alſo to fave them to the 
uttermoſt, that come unto God by him, ſceing he 
ever liveth, to make Interceſhon for them, Feb. vii. 
25. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 1 John ii. 1, 2. Ja. li 
12. John xiv. 16, 17. 

V. Whoſoever obeys the Commandment of Cod, 
in believing with the Heart, and confeſſing with the 
Moch (as Peter did) That Jctus is the Chriſt, the 

of the living God, hall be ſaved; becauſe all 
are God's Elect, are choſen in Chriſt to eternal 
| or. But, we are bound to give Thanks al- 
0 Cod: For you, Brethren, beloved of the 
. Pr, becauic God hath, from the Beginning, choſen 
A.. * vou to Salvation, through N of the Spirit, 
2 Relief of the Truth, 2 T. i 


£2 
2 * Here plainly, ſuch as belicve the T 8 are called 
3 eos Choſen, his Elctt ; the Reſt are known by this 
© 4 4 4 Mark, becauſe they received not the Love of the 
?, op 4 uc, that they might be ſaved; and for this Cauſe 
25 . ſhall ſend them — Deluſion, that they ſhould 
— IS Þlicve a Lie, that they all might be damned who be- 
AUR bee not the Truth, but had Plaſere in Unrighte- 
. _ => oataets, 
8 
. 1 
_. = 
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onſaeſs, v. 10, 11, 12. Not ſo; God's Elect, they 
believe the Truth, and are known by that C — er. 
Now, what was the Faith of theſe Elect ones: 
They believed, that J-fus was the Chrilt, the — on 
Gol; and that fo believing they ſhould have Lit-- 
throagh his Name : But them, who fay this Faith, 19 
| a deal Faith. The Faith of Devils, that a Man ma 
periſh who has it, manifeſt themfelves to be "Rh 
| Pates, becauſt they believe a Lie; blaſpheme and reject 
the Faith of Gol's Elect; bur, ſuch as believe wil.) 
the Heart, are Gol's Elect; therefore, cannot 
pzriſh, becauſe God the Father, Word, and Ho'y 
Ghoſt, hath ſet them apart to eternal Lite, pronviiel 
to fave them: All that the Father gives me ma] come 
to me, and him that cometh, I will in no wite cait 
out, Jabn vi. 37. My Sheep, hear my Voice, an 
I know them, and they follow me, and I give unto 
| them eternal Life, and they ſhall never periir; nei 
ther ſhall any pluck them out of my Hand: My Fa- 
ther, which gave them me, is greater than all; and 
none is able to pinck them out of my Father's Sand, 
you X. 27, 28, 29. * 
All who pretend to beliere the Scriptures" 
| in this, that God's Ele, and true Believers, all 
and the fame Perſon's ; and we have proved, th 
' Faith, denominates a Perſon a true Belever, an Wall - 
not God's Elect be faved. Who ſhall lay any Thins Fo * 
to the Charge of God's Elect? It is God that julti⸗ - 26 
| ficth, Rom. viii. 33. =. 
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| 
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VI. Whoſoever obeys the o of G 


in believing wich the Heart, and confeſſing u th * 1 
Mouth (as Peter) That Jeſus is the Ch iſt, 1 


| of the living God, ſhall be ſaved; becauſe 1 "i 
1 have the true Apoſtolic Faith, the Faith o 
vercd to the Saints. What was Peter”; Faith 2 Ye. 


| B 2 de. 
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t lieve, and are fare, that thou art that Chriſt, the 
1 Son of the living God, hn vi. 69. What was the 
Man's Faith of whom our Lord teſtiſicd, Behold an 

ruelite indeed, in whom is no Guile ? It was this: 

| Rabhr, "Thou art the Son of God, thou art the King 
| of Iſrael, Jahn i. 49. What was the Faith of the 
believing Eunuch, whom Philip baptized ? I believe 
that Jelus Chriſt is the Son of God, As viii. 37. 
What was the Faith of Martha, whom Jeſus loved ?--- 
F believe that thou art the Chriſt, the Son of God, 
Jeln v. 27. What was the Faith of the Woman of 
Samara, and the believing Samaritans ? Come, 
tre a Man which told me all Things that ever 

t did, is not this the Chriſt? Now, we be- 
eve, not becauſe of thy Saying: For, we have 
beard him ourſelves, and know that this is indeed 

the Chriſt, the Saviour of the World, John by. 

29, 42. Finally, as there is but one Lord, fo there 

is dut one true, and ſaving Faith; one Lord, one 
Fanb, Ejh. iv. 5. and this is it; therefore, every 
Soul, who has this Faith, is a Member of the true 

A pSftolic Church, is a Member of Chriſt's myſtical 
Body; all ſuch are Members of his Body, of his Fleſh, 
=. aud of bis Bones, Eph. v. 30. Hare the Spirit of 


© Cariit;” for, by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
dune Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
= we betand—or free; and have been all made to 


one Spirit, 1 Gr. xii. 13. I fay, 
4 5 a who have the fame Thoughts in their Hearts 
Wm "Peter tail, and make the ſame Confeſſion 
Sth their Mouths as he did, when he faid, Thon 
ric, the Son of the living God, every one of 
die in cternal Union, by the Spirit and Goſ- 
with Chria, and the true Apoſtolic Church; but 
eas deny this Faith, and call it a dead ws — 
R ai 


„ 
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Faith of Devils, the Faith of wicked Men, that a Man 
U way have it and periſh, theſe are undoubtedly Mem- 
bers of Antichriſt, becauſe they deny the Faith, make 


Chriſt a Liar, by ſayirg ſuch ſhall periſh, witom he 
has promiſed to fave ; yea, ſuch who have the Spirit 

of Chriſt, and are Members of the true Apoltoiic 
| Church, Chriſt has promiſed to give his Spirit to all 


ſuch: He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hach 
| {4id, out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living We- 
| ters: But this ſpabe he of the Spirit, which they that 
believed on him ſhould receive, Jahn vii. 38, 20. 
and will not Chriſt perform his promile ? 

VII. Whoſozver obeys the Commandment of God, 
in believing with the Heart, and confeſling with the 
Mouth, (as Peter did) that Jefas is the Chriſt, the 
Son of the Liviag God, ſhall not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life; becauſe all ſuch have a livin 
Faith, the Faith that overcomes the World, the Fair 
that works by Love, brings forth much Fruit; even 
good Works, the Evidences of a true Faith: And 
this is the Victory that overcometa the World, even 
our Faith. Who is he that overcometh the War, 
| but he that belicveth, that Jelus is the Son of Goa, D 
| 1 Jebn, v. 4, 5- to underitand this Coſpel as the = 


A OOO 
* 
* 


* 


—_ 
Apoſtles did, or to believe it with the Heart as thew, = 
and to conſeſs the ſame with the Mouth as they wan ® 
ſuch, when they have Oppœ tuuity, will bring br = 'Y 
Fruit. 8 5 * - 


It is maniſeſt this Faith brought forth math Trae. 
in the Apoſtles; they left all and followed Ctrift, 2 
Mat. xix. 27. They kept his Comman:iments, di 1 
tnole Things which are plcaſing in his Sivht, e = 


ORs I ” 
feſſng Chriſt beſo-e Men, fuftiing for the 1: 


Sake, being beaten, imprijen-d, bon;Hed, : 


* 
X 
1 
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to Death, y a in Obdience to Chit, they orca * 1 
B 3 ; +. 4 J—_— 


( 18 J 


prayed for their Enemies, gave Alms of ſuch Things 
as they had, confeſſed their Sins, made it their Study 
tO keep a Conſcience void of Offence, both towards God 
and Men; finally this their Faith brought forth much 
Fruit, the Fruits of the Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, 

Long-fuffering, Gentlenefs, Goodnefs, Faith, Meck- 
neſs, Temperance : Yea, through this Faith, they had 
Abundance of Peace and Joy, being fully aſſured of 
their own Salvation, that there was laid up for them 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous 
Judge, would pive to them; and not only to them, but to 
all that loved the appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

even all that obeyed the Goſpel as they; yea they 
were ſure that nothing ſhould ſeparate them from the 
Love of God, which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord. 

Is not this then a living Faith, which has produced 
hen wonderful Effects, brought forth ſuch Abundance 
of good Fruit: Are they not then great Sinners againſt 
their own Souls, who call this Faith a dead Faith, the 
taithof wicked Men, the Faith of Devils, that a Man may 


xt have i it and periſh ; this is the great Sin of Unbelief, that 
dien: But we have proved the Contrary, that 
ich is a living Faith, the Faith of God's Child- 


ad that whoſoever has it ſhall be faved ; be- 


Wc Cod has promiſed it, becauſe ſuch are born of 


G07, becauſe the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth them from 


i: Chriſt ever lives to make Interceſſion for them; 


they are God's Elect, they have the one true Apoſto- 
Fe Faith ; they have that Faith which overcomes the 


> World, that brings forth much Fruit; it brought 
forth Fruit in the lone, GEL . 111. 


10. 
Well iben, Cirs, you that ſay, that there is Power 


1 e with the Goſpel, that there 1 18 af Aptneſs 
4 Adzity 1 ia a reaſonable Creature, even. now under 
the 


tn 


E 1 


the Fall, to know and believe without any ſuperna- 
rural Aid and Aſſiſtance: Why then do you not uſe 
this Power. If you have Power to believe all the 
| Goſpel, why then do you not do it? Why do not 
| you confeſs Chriſt before Men, own his Golpel ? 
( Why do you deny the Goſpel, calling it a dead 
| Faith, the Faith of Devils, that a Man may have it 
and periſh? How ſhall Chriſt be the Son of God, 
£ holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from Sinners, 
* and you be ſaved? Sceing he has expreſly ſaid, He 
mat believeth not ſhaſl be damned.” Now ccnfider 
| this, ye that forget God, leſt he tear you in Pieces, 
E and there be none to deliver. 
But foraſmuch as the Belief of Devils is often 
ſpoken of in this Argument, let us fee what chat 
| is, what is Simon's Belief, or ſtony-ground Hearers ; 
and then how Peter's Faith excels both. Firſt, 
What is the Faith of Devi's, James tells us, thou 
believeſt there is one God; thou doft well, the 
Devils alſo believe and tremble, James ii. 19. 
| They know there is one God, and they know that ._ 
| 


Jeſus is the Chrift, the Son of the moſt high 
and they know that Jefas Chriſt will deſtroy them be-— 
cauſe God has told them fo, Gen. iii. 1% SE 
will put Enmity between thee and the Woman, 
between thy Seed and her Seed; it all bruiſe HR 
| Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his Heel, This Weed oY 
he believes with Application to himſelf; therefore, e 
fays to Chriſt, art thou come to torment us before the % 
Time, Mat. viii. 28, 29. Mark v. 7. Well they 2 
know, they believe they are ſure, that there is one Gd, 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, actually cams 

in the Fleſh, as revealed in the New Teſtament z © 

they are ſure he will deſtroy them, becauſe God has * 
told them fo ; therefore they tremble, ſo that Satan i_© 
wh 


* 
» 
o 
- 
I , 
* 


x 


= 


C 20 ] 
not an Atheiſt, nor a Jew, who denies that Jeſus 
Chriſt is come in the Fleſh. Secondly, What is S.- 
men's Belief, or the ſtony-ground Hearers ? It is, not 
only a Conviction that there is a God, and that Jeſus 
Chriſt is the true Methah, which was promiſed in the 
Prophets, Jahn vii. 10, 40, 41. c. Xii. 42, 43. 
But it is alſo, a conſenting to, or receiving with Joy 
for a-Seaſon, the Promiſe made to Sinners, in, and 
by Chriſt. Believe on the Lord Jeſus and thou (halt 
be ſaved, If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the 
Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine Heart, that God 
hath raiſed him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
Ram. x. 9, 10. Now, this Promiſe with Pre- 
cept, being made to every Man where the Goſpel 
comes; therefore, it is the Duty of every Man 
to believe it with Application to himfelf, and 
ſiy, I ſhall have Salvation by Chriſt, it I obey 
his Commandment, in believing the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe God has promiſed it to me. This was the 
Word the ſtony-ground Hearers received with Joy, 
and profeſſed for a Seaſon. But the Devils cannot 


belle ne this, becauſe there is no ſuch Promiſe made 


to nem; yea, they are not under this Law of Faith, 
Bod in Chriſt has put Men under; but they 
r the Law of Works, do and live, ſin and 
* eit is not their Duty to. believe this, 
od has never commanded them ſo to do. 


* KT n ever ſaich o Devils, believe on the Lord Jeſus 


Cid you ſhall be faved. Now this Promiſe, is. 
the Thing, that makes the Difference, between the 
Faith of Devils, and the Faith of ſtony- ground Hearers. 

Is there not a vait Difference betwecn the Devils 


bel iag chat God is, that Chriſt is, and that he 


will deftroy chem; and the ſtony-ground Hearers be- 
== is, that Chrift i is, and that he has 
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iſed to ſave them, if they obey his Commandment: 
Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved. Thirdly, The Faith of Peter is all this and 
more, not only believing that God is, that Chriſt is, 
that the Promiſe is made to him, believe on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved ; but alſo an Un- 
derſtanding given, to underſtand the Goſpel, or Promiſe 
made to Sinners. This the ſtony-ground Hearers 
had not, they had not Root in themſelves; and this 
was manifeſt in the Hour of Temptatation; by their 
being offended, quitting their Profeſſion of the Pro- 
miſe, they had before received : But Peter and all true 
Believers, have an Underſtanding given them, to 
know the Meaning of the Goſpel; unto you it is given 
to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom, but unto them 
it is not given, Mat. xiii. 11. He hath given us an 
Underſtanding to know kim that is true, iſt Jahn, v. 
20. By this, the good-ground Hearers, are diltinguiſh- 
ed from all the Reſt; they hear the Word and un- 
derſtan4 it, who alſo bear Frult, Mat. xiii. 23. But 
it is not faid of any of the others, that they underſtand 
the Word; nay, it is written, that none of th 
ed ſhall underſtand, but the Wiſe ſhall und 
Dan. xii. 10. Therefore, if any Man hear things 
trine of Chriſt, this Goſpel, and Belief of Fare _ 
yet has no Conviction in his Conſcience, thatit ts UT 
Truth, nor yet receives this Golpel, or WoarSWI 2, 
Joy, nor profeſſes to believe it, but denies and rejects ” FY 
it as a Falſhood ; ſuch a Perſon has no Faith at all, be = 
has nothing of that Thing, which is called believing, 
in the New Teſtament a Men: He is fo far from 
having ſaving Faith, that he has not the Faith of Sk e 
mon, or the ſtony-· ground Hearers; for the ſtomy- = 
ground Hearers received the Word with Joy; and Ta 
what Word could that be, but the Goſpel preached o 
em "= 
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them. The Promiſe made to every Man, where the 
Goſpel comes, believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe. Well, I ſay, if 
any Man reject this general Promiſe, he has not the 
common Belief of Men, he has nothing, neither in 
Hand nor ia Promiſe; fo living, and ſo dying. He 
that believes not ſhall be damned ; he that believes 
not the general Promiſe made to Sinners, with parti- 
cular Application to himſeif, ſhall be damned for his 
'Unbelief, for rejecting God's Promiſes made to him, 
zejecting that Love and Grace of God, that makes 
the Difference, between fallen Angels and fallen Man. 
He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my Words, 
katly ene that judgeth him, the Word that I have 
ſpoken, the fame ſhall Judge him in the laſt Day, 7:4n 


xu. 48. Nay 1 will go further, if any Man, be he Con- 


formiſt, or Non-conformiſt, be he Preſbeterian, Inde- 
pendant, Baptiſt, Quaker, Moravian, or Methodiſt, I ſay 


whoever it be, if they do not make a Profeſſion of 
this Goſpel, openly before Men, they have not fo 


much Faith as the Stony-ground Hearers had; for they 


received this Coſpel with Joy, and believed fora while, 


Luke vii. 13. Which was no doubt, to make a Pro- 


teſflion, that they did believe the Goſpel, elſe what did 


from. He falls off from all his former Pro- 
the Goſpel.” Pon Ant. Nay there is not, 
be, either the Object, Act, or Grace of 


Falth, without this Gofpel here declared, for this 


Gol} per! is the only Object of Faith; to underſtand this 


© Coipel is the Grace of Faith, or that which diſtin- 


guiſhes, the Regenerate from the Unregenerats, as we 


bave proved before, and the Act of Faith is to believe 
wich the Heart, and confeſs with the Mouth, this 
"= = Golpel before Men, as Peter, jahn, and Paul, 
. * -as we have alſo proved. I fay this Goſpel is the only 


Obſect 
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, 25. Now what is this Faith, which is like a Body 
Vitkhout a Spirit. We have already opened this in 


1 


Object of Faith, which diſtinguiſhes Men from Devils, 
and the Faith of Men from their Faith ; they have that 
Doctrine of Faith, which God in Chriſt has given to 
them, and Men have that Doctrine of Faith, which 
God gives to them, and they are happy that under- 
ſtand, receive, and keep this Gift, as Peter did; but 
they are miſerable that caſt away this Gift ; and be- 
cauſe they caſt it away, they were diſobedient. &c. and 
caſt thy Law behind their Backs, and flew thy Pro- 
phets, Neh. ix. 26. Therefore as the Fire devour- 
eth the Stubble, and the Flame conſumeth the Chaff, 
ſo their Root ſhall be as Rottenneſs, and their Bloſ- 
ſom ſhall go up as Duſt, becauſe they have caſt away 
the Law of the Lord of Hoſts, and deſpiſed the 
Word of the holy One of /frael, Iſa. v. 24. But 
bleſſed are they that do his Commandments ; he that 
hath my Commandments, and keepeth them, he it 
is that that loveth me; and he that loveth me ſhall 
be loved of my Father ; and I will love him, and will 
manifeſt myſelf to him. He that loveth me not, * 
keepeth not my Sayinys, Jahn xxl. 24. _— 

Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth and abideth not in the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, hath not Cod; he that abideth 
in the Doctrine of Chriſt, he hath both the Father and 
the Son : If there come any unto you and bring not I 
this Doctrine, receive him not into _y Houſe ; =— 
neither bid him God Speed, for he that bledeththim 3 
Gol Speed, is partaker of his vile Deeds, *2 Jahn be. * 
10. 11, 3 

But it may be ſome will ſtill object, and ſay, is 
there not a dead Faith, as well as a living One; Is it 
not written, for as the Body without the Split is © 
dead, fo Faith without Works is dead alſo, Fam. ki 
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Part, when we ſhew'd what the Faith of Devils is; 
what the Faith of the Stony-ground Hearers, and 
what the Faith of Peter. This dead Faith is not to 
believe all that is written in the Old and New Teſ- 
tament ; for our Lord's Diſciples could not do all 
that, although they were born of God, till they had 
received Power from on High; more of the Spirit, 
they did not ſo much, as, aſſent to the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, concerning his Death, Reſurrection, &c. 
But accounted it an idle Tale, and believed it 
xxiv. 11. Yea, Peter ſaid, this ſhall 
unto thee, Mat. xvi. 22. And, for 
this their Sin of Unbelief, our Lord reproved 
them, faying, O Fools, and flow of Heart, to be- 
heve all that the Prophets have ſaid, Luke xxiv. 25, 
Now, if Men born of God, as we are ſure theſe 
were, could not aſſent to all Chrift's Doctrine, till 
ſuch Time, as they did receive more of the Spirit, 

and Power of the Holy Ghoſt, from the Fatt er, 
through a riſen Jeſus ; how ſhall an unregenerate 
e believe all the Goſpel, what can an unregenerate 
= wan, a Man dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, do more 
than” a living Man, a Man born of God: But this 
dead Faith, which is like a Body without a Spirt, 
1 is a Man faying he believes. What doth it profit, my : 
32 Brethren, though a Man fay, he hath Faith, James ii. 
ii Now Men know, that ſaying, and doing are two 
| Things: This was the Religion of our Lord's Ene - 
mies, they ſay and do not, Mat. xxiii. 3. This 
Find of Faith is as eaſy, as it is common; it is as ealy 
for a Man to fay, he believes all the Bible, as it is for 

: © Mag to tell a Lye, and chat is both common, and 2g 4) 
=ealy among ſinſul Men; now the utmoſt Extent f 
"Mts dead Faith, is to have the Memory ſtored, wit Fo | 

the Doctrines of the Goſpel, fo that a Man can talk 
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SST Chriſt, of his Perſon, of his Obedience, his Righte« 
oe, his Death, his Reſurrection, Interceſſion, 
ond Coming, Imputation of Sin, Imputation of 
in's Righteouſneſs, Regeneration, Faith, Love, 
& Goſpel, the Pardon of Sin, Juſtification by Faith 
cout Works, Perfection, Perſeverance, Reſur- 
Nion, the laſt Judgment, Rewards and Puniſhments, 
Wc. Yea, whatſoever is contained in the Bible, a Man 
gay have his Memory ſtuffed with Scripture Words, 
Ed yet at the ſame Time have but dead a Faith, ke- 
E ai he wants the Spirit of the Words, I fay if a 
LY Jan had all the Bible off by Heart, and yet did not 
„che Meaning of it, he has but a dead Faith: 
Ss Faith wants its Soul, wants the quickning Spirit 
Cod, to open his Underſtanding, to underſtand 
Sc Mind of God, in the Words of God; and fo long 
SS he wants this, he can no more do good Works, in 
ig the Goſpel, or Law of Faith, than a Body 
cout a Soul, can plow or ſow ; do the Works of a. . 
ing Man; and herein lies the great Folly of Men, 
= taking up Words of Scri without ever en- 
Wiring, what is the Meaning of theſe Wards : But 
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SS underſtand his Word; give me Underſtanding, and 
Shall live, P. cxix. 144. Lord what wilt thou 
Svc me to do? 47 ix. 6. And God them an 
—_—_—dcrſtanding, as he has promiſed ; alt and it = 
given; every one that aſketh receiyeth, Mat. 
s. And that they have this Wiſdom, is manitelt, in 
cir doing the Things, whichChriſt has commanded, 
eiieeeing the Goſpel, and ing one another, 
WE But Men who have a dead Faith, the 
a in cheir Moaths, without any Underſtanding 
| aps bo their Hearts : This is mam 
hat they 
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uo fear God, cry to God, to give them Power.” 
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but to the Children of Light, who have Power 
— them, to diſcern between Good and Bad, Righ- 
— and 5 ſay, is manileſ 

Children of Light, are C 3; 
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this true and only Golpel, brought forth Fruit abun- 
dantly, in the Apoſtles and Saints, in former Ages, as 
we have proved. | 

If any fay, I do not know what Faith is, nor what 
the Goipel is; therefore, I cannot believe, what ſhall 
1 do? Anſ. You muſt uſe the Means of Grace, hear- 
ing this Goſpel preached, ſearch the Scriptures, pray 
to God to give you his Spirit, and Power to believe 
the Goſpel; and alſo confeſs to God your Ignorance. 

God has commanded us to hear his Word preached. 
for Faith comes by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word 
of God, Rem. x. 17. Again, it is written, Gather 
the People together, Men and Women, and Children, 
and thy Stranger, that is within thy Gates, that they 
may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the Lord 
your God, and obſerve to do all the Words of this 
Law, Deut. Xi. 12. Again, not forſaking the aſ- 
ſembling ot quglelves together, as the Manner of fomg 


is, Heb x. 38. Moreover, you muſt {arch the 


Scriptures, andtryall Doctrincs by that Rule. Search 
the Scriptures,” Jahn v. 39. Prove all Things, 1 Theſſ. 
v. 21, ed, believe not every Spirit, but try the 
, Frophets are gone out into the World, 1 % iv, £, 

This the noble Bereans did, Acts xvii. 11. More» 
over, yon muſt confeſs your Igncrance to God, ang 
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thee, Pſa. boxiii. 22. Again, ſurely, I am more bru- 
tiſh than any Man, and have not the Underſtandi 

of a Man, Prov. xxx. 2. All the Children of Gol 
are brought to this, before they can know ſo much, 
as what the Goſpel is. Moreover, our Lord has 
ſaid, if any Man will do his Will, he ſhall know of 
the Doctrine, whether it be of God, Jahn vii. 17. 
Moreover, I have been in this very Strait myſelf, and 
in the Uſe of this Means: God did ſhew me his Goſ- 


pel, which I have here publiſhed, and others of my” 


Brethren, have alſo come to the Knowledge, of this 
true and only Goſpel, in the Uſe of God's appointed 
Means, hearing, ſearching the Scri and Prayer; 
but, if Men will ſtay in their Houſes, when they might 
hear the Goſpel preached, will not fearch theScrip- 
tures, but take Things up againſt God, and his Goſ- 


pel, becauſe Men affirm them, will 8 
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Means of Knowledge, which they know is in their 
Power to uſe ? Becauſe thou haſt rejected Knowladge, 


I will alſo reje& thee, Hoſea iv. 6. Again, this 
the Condemnation, that Light is come ing the W 


and Men loved Darkneſs, rather than Light, becauſe 
their Deeds are evil; for every one that doeth Evil, 
hateth the Light, neither cometh to the Light, Teſt 


his Deeds ſhould be reproved, Jahn iii. #0, i, 21. 
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Take Heed, therefore, and do not neglect the Means 
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